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LEDERMAN HOUSE
East Hampton, New York
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This project is an investigation of ideas that are
generated in response to problems that arise
from the site and program.

Regional domestic construction technology
was the only accepted convention as a point of
departure for the design, Architectural language
is generated entirely from reasoned postulation.

Five conceptual ideas are adopted to resolve
this sloping property. Each is assigned a specific
material quality and without compromise all are
ultimately exploited. The coincidence of more
than one idea produces an active architectural
expression,

Street: The drive and the pool, both black, are
conceived as a continuous planar connection to
fuse the front of the property, with the view, to
the back, with the sun.

Sidewalk: The primary pedestrian route into and
through the house is signified by a red wall,
which appears on the front elevation and contin-
ues to mediate the junction between the drive
and pool.

Site: In celebration of the animated harbor view
to the east, an aluminum pavilion containing the
living areas is raised above the ground on pilotis.
Its geometry is altered as an expression of the
special location. The view from the space is
framed by a giant window with a matching geo-
metric language.

Slope: As a contextual gesture, the curved con-
crete wing containing bedrooms and workrooms
is conceptually dropped onto the existing topog-
raphy. This seam is presented in each room as
continuous event. As a result of this move. the
walls and ceiling of these spaces are neither ver-
tical nor horizontal. Again this is exploited as
spatial event.

Stone: Fireplaces in the master bedroom and liv-
ing room are collected together in an inverted
stone cone. It acts as a pin to anchor the alu-
minum pavilion and concrete curve. The cone is
repeated beside the pool as a barbecue. A wood
bridge is used for access and to tie the two chim-
neys together.

Conventional technology was adapted to ac-
commodate these ideas. The foundation wall
slopes to follow the exterior grade and the wood
frame rises perpendicular to it. Because of this,
the plywood sheathing can be curved yet also act
as a diaphragm to resist lateral force. Stucco was
selected as a logical plastic material to success-
fully achieve a curved planar surface.

Architect: Alastair Standing Architect

Clients: Gerald and Stephanie Lederman
Structure: concrete block foundation with timber
framing

Materials: colored stucco and aluminum
Consultants: Superstructures, structural; S.
Berkowitz + Associates, mechanical

General contractor: RIN Associates
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